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Every child matters every day!

WELCOME to Porty’s Power of Positive Thinking, Edition #14
Prep for 2017. Are you thinking and preparing now?
For many families this process can be very daunting and stressful.
“Starting school is a time of high excitement and expectation, when every child needs to be socially and
emotionally ready for the changes ahead.
Children thrive at the start of school when they bring the skills and confidence necessary to deal with new
surroundings. Quality preschools, child care centres and playgroups offer important foundation experiences to support each child’s development, confidence and readiness for school. “Adapted from Bill Feld
CEO, Big Fat Smile
At PCRSS, our Porty Playgroup addresses many of these issues to support the whole family to successfully transition from Playgroup to Prep. We are the building blocks for the future by providing a stimulating
learning environment where children can play and learn together and gain confidence is their future environment and school routines. We practice many skills to enhance their readiness for school life including Fine Motor Skills

Holding a pencil, identifying and tracing over their name

Drawing, colouring in, painting, colours, shapes

Cutting, gluing, threading, stamping

Puzzles and blocks
Gross Motor Skills

Ball and sport skills

Planting and gardening

Music and dance

Following instructions

Reading books and identifying pictures and vocab.
Wellbeing

Caring, supportive, safe environment

Positive Behaviour
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Early Education Transition Incentive
PLAYGROUP TO PREP
Prep Students for 2017 who attend a minimum of 8 weeks during Semester 2 at Porty Playgroup
(Thursday 9:00—11:00) and enrol for Prep by the end of November 2016 will be eligible for a
Prep Starter Pack
One PCR Uniform Shirt
Back Pack
Pencil case- containing lead pencils, a glue stick, colours, scissors
2 Display folders
2 Scrapbooks
1 Homework folder.
The invitation is open to current and new playgroup members, so come along and commence your early
education journey. For any further information please don’t hesitate to contact the school on 49223056 or
email principal@portcurtss.eq.edu.au
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Phone: 49223056

Did you know?
Prep was introduced into
Queensland schools in 2007.
From 2017, Queensland children are required to undertake Prep prior to Year 1.
Prep is a full-time program
that children attend from
Monday to Friday during normal school hours, generally
from 9am to 3pm.
Children must be aged 5 years
by 30 June in the year they
start Prep.
Prep is the start of the early
stage of learning which continues until Year 2. It is available in all Queensland state
schools and most non-state
schools offering a primary
program.
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Bulling No Way!

Preparing your Child for Prep
How you can help
You can help your child prepare for their first year of school by:







improving their independence
having a daily routine
packing a healthy lunch
knowing your school
getting involved with your school

doing family activities at home.
Improve your child’s independence
Before your child starts school, you should encourage them to be independent by helping them
practice:







packing and carrying their own school bag
putting on their shoes
eating and drinking without help
going to the toilet on their own
using tissues to blow their nose
 recognising their belongings.
Daily routines
Daily routines can help children understand what they need to do, when to do it each day and why
it’s important
To help prepare your child for school, get them into a routine which includes:







going to bed early
waking up at a certain time—leave plenty of time to get ready
having a healthy breakfast—needed for energy and concentration
preparing and eating lunch
making time for physical activities.
Before your child starts school, make sure you talk to them about what to expect. Remember to be
flexible, as it may take them some time to understand their new routine and adjust socially.
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Madeline Foundation
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10 Bolsover Street
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National Immunisation Schedule for Qld

Publication available on the website www.portcurtss.eq.edu.au—Support and Resources—Parent Resources
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